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(57) ABSTRACT

A blade-disk unit for a turbine engine includes a disk and a
plurality of blades which are integrally connected to the disk,
awelding seam being disposed in the joining region between
the blade and the disk, which welding seam is situated
entirely either in the blade or in the disk.

14 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
METHOD FOR INTEGRALLY CONNECTING
BLADES AND DISKS IN ORDER TO FORM A
BLADE-DISK UNIT, AS WELL AS
CORRESPONDINGLY PRODUCED
BLADE-DISK UNIT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority to Application No.
11150851.1, filed in the European Patent Office on Jan. 13,
2011, which is expressly incorporated herein in its entirety by
reference thereto.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to methods for integrally
connecting blades and disks in order to form a blade-disk unit
as well as to correspondingly produced blade-disk units.

For example, the present invention relates to a blade-disk
unit for a turbine engine, having a disk and a plurality of
blades which are integrally connected to the disk.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Integrally connected blade-disk units, which are also
referred to as ‘blisk’, are used in the manufacture of turbine
engines such as gas turbines or aircraft engines, blisk being
shorthand for the combination of blade and disk. Such blade-
disk units, which constitute a rotor for a corresponding gas
turbine or an aircraft engine, are characterized by the fixation
of'the blades on the disk in integral fashion, e.g., by welding.
However, inasmuch as different materials are used for the
blades and the disks in the turbine, welding the blades directly
to the disk is impossible in such a case, because the welding
could cause a corresponding change in, or damage to, the disk
or blade material, which would lead to an unacceptable char-
acteristics profile.

For example, forgeable nickel alloys suitable for fusion
welding such as Inconel 718, for example, are frequently used
in the turbine of aircraft engines; the blade materials, on the
other hand, are polycrystalline, directedly solidified or
monocrystalline nickel cast alloys having a high y' compo-
nent, which imbues the blade material with the necessary
strength. Fusing of the blade material would destroy this
structure and therefore have a detrimental effect on the
strength of the blade.

It is conventional to use an adaptor between the blade and
disk, the adapter being joined to the blade by friction welding,
and the adapter subsequently being fixed in place on the disk
by fusion welding. However, this is very costly and labor-
intensive due to the additional use of the adapter and the
required additional welding operations.

SUMMARY

Example embodiments of the present invention provide a
method for producing a blade-disk unit (blisk) and also a
corresponding blade-disk unit, the method being less com-
plex and more effective to implement, but simultaneously
ensuring that the characteristics profile of the blisks produced
in this manner is not adversely affected.

Example embodiments hereof are based on an integral
connection between disk and blade being achievable if one of
the joining partners, i.e., either the blade or disk, is not fused,
and fusing is implemented only in the other joining partner,
i.e., the blade or disk, as the case may be, the fused material in
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the process allowing a soldered connection to be provided in
the joining region, and/or the energy introduced by the fusing
being sufficient to form a diffusion connection, for example,
in the joining region of the blade and disk.

A welding seam is therefore provided at a distance from the
actual joining area, or directly in the joining area, but only in
the area of one of the joining partners, whereas the other
joining partner, i.e., either disk or blade, is not fused. In other
words, a welding seam denotes that a region of one of the
components to be joined is fused, so that a fused region is
produced there. However, a welding seam does not necessar-
ily mean that mixing of materials of the components to be
joined arises there in terms of fusion technology. Instead, one
of'the components to be joined, i.e., either the blade or disk—
especially the blade in aircraft engines—is not fused, but
connected instead merely by fused material of the joining
partner (e.g., the disk in aircraft engines), by a soldered con-
nection or the heat provided in the melting region, via a
diffusion connection.

The welding seam may be introduced at a distance of 0 to
3 mm, in particular, preferably O to 2.5 mm from the actual
connection surface, i.e., the abutting surface of the compo-
nents to be joined, either in the disk or the blade, and the
welding seam itself may have a thickness of 2 to 100 mm,
especially 5 to 75 mm, in a direction transversely to the butt
joint.

Disk and blade may, in particular, form a butt joint having
a centering lip; the welding seam may be arranged as an
I-seam.

To ensure that the connection properties are identical
across the entire joining area, the welding seam may espe-
cially be introduced such that a flank of the welding seam
delimiting it is formed parallel to the butt joint or abutting
surface. In a welding seam accordingly arranged in the form
of'a cone, the welding seam may therefore be introduced into
the material at a slight angle, in accordance with the opening
angle of the welding cone.

Methods of energy beam welding, in particular, such as
electron beam welding or laser beam welding, for example,
may be used as welding methods, but other suitable welding
methods may be utilized as well.

Multi-beam methods are an alternative, in which one or
more additional energy beam(s) is/are provided in addition to
the actual energy beam that results in the fusing of an area of
the edge material of a joining partner, the additional energy
beams heating adjacent regions, in particular the region of the
actual butt joint, so as to improve the arrangement of the
integral connection, or to make such a connection easier to
achieve.

Inthe joining area, i.e., the butt joint or the abutting surface
between the disk and blade to be joined, soldering material
may be introduced in addition, such as in the form of a solder
film made of a metallic material, in particular nickel or a
nickel alloy, which likewise fuses and provides a soldered
connection when heated by the adjacent fusion area (welding
seam).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a partial perspective view of a blade-disk unit
(blisk) according to an example embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a partial cross-sectional view through a blisk
according to an example embodiment of the present inven-
tion, in the joining region of disk and blade.
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FIG. 3 is another cross-sectional view according to the
illustration in FIG. 2, the welding seam being formed trans-
versely.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Ablisk according to an example embodiment of the present
invention is shown in FIG. 1 in a partial perspective view. The
blisk shown in FIG. 1 includes a disk 1 on which a multitude
of blades 2 is situated, or is able to be situated. On one side
blades 2 have a covering band 4, and on the opposite side, a
blade root 4, via which the blades are connected to disk 1.

For this purpose, amultitude of grooves 5, into which blade
roots 3 of blades 2 are inserted, is provided on the cylinder
sleeve surface of disk 1 along the circumference.

In addition, FIG. 1 shows where the welding seam is pro-
vided in the illustrated exemplary embodiment of FIG. 1 in
order to create an integral connection between blades and disk
by fusing the disk material.

As shown in FIG. 1, welding seam 6 is situated at a specific
distance d from the surface of disk 2 or the abutting surface
between disk 1 and blades 2. Grooves 5, which are provided
to accommodate bladeroot 3, are formed indisk 1. The fusing
of the disk material in the region of welding seam 6 also
causes heating in the connection region between blade root 3
and the boundary material of disk 1 in grooves 5, so that an
integral connection is formed there accordingly. If the melted
disk material flows into the joining region between disk 1 and
blade 2, a solder connection is formed in which fused disk
material is acting as solder material for the connection to the
blade root. Welding seam 6, i.e., the fused region, may reach
directly up to blade root 3, provided the blade material is not
fused oris not damaged in some other manner by an excessive
introduction of heat.

Furthermore, the fused region, i.e., welding seam 6, may
also be introduced at a distance d from the actual abutting
surface at which blade root 3 and the disk rest against each
other, so that only the disk material, thus heated, at the abut-
ting surface between blade root 3 and disk 1 provides an
integral connection.

The situation with regard to the position and the introduc-
tion of welding seam 6, i.e., the fused region, is shown in
FIGS. 2 and 3 in cross-sectional views of the connecting
region of blade 2 and disk 1, in a so-called trough position on
the one hand, and in the transverse position (FIG. 3) on the
other.

FIGS. 2 and 3 illustrate that the joint at which disk 1 and
blade 2 are connected to each other may be arranged substan-
tially as a butt joint, a so-called I-seam having a centering lip
8 being able to be formed at the butt joint. For this purpose, the
thickness of' blade 2 is selected slightly greater than thickness
D of disk 1, so that the blade projects beyond disk 1 in the
region of centering lip 8 and forms a contact shoulder.

Asillustrated in the cross-sectional views of FIGS. 2 and 3,
welding seam 6 is not introduced in the region of butt joint 7,
where disk 1 and blade 2 rest against each other, but at a slight
offset by distance d in the direction of the disk material.
Although, depending on the material selected for disk 1 and
blade 2, an introduction of welding seam 6 in the blade
material is possible as well, in the exemplary embodiment
shown for a turbine blisk in the construction of an aircraft
engine, disk 1 is chosen for the introduction of welding seam
6, since the disk material normally is a forgeable Nickel alloy
suitable for fusion welding, such as Inconel 718, while in the
case of the blade material, polycrystalline, directedly solidi-
fied or monocrystalline cast alloys are employed which, due
to their high y' component, are usually unsuitable for fusion-
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welding, since tears would otherwise be produced and, fur-
thermore, their strength-increasing y' structure is destroyed.

Welding seam 6 may be introduced by suitable energy
beams such as electron beams or laser beams, but other suit-
able welding methods may be utilized as well.

The shape of welding seam 6, i.c., the fused region, is
usually conical in cross-section, that is to say, the seam has
flanks which extend towards or away from each other and
delimit welding seam 6. Therefore, welding seam 6 is advan-
tageously introduced such that the flank, that is to say, the
edge region of welding seam 6 that is situated adjacent to the
joining region—in the case at hand, adjacent to blade 2—if
possible extends parallel to the butt joint or the abutting
surface formed thereby, in order to prevent that the conical
arrangement creates different joining conditions over the
cross-section of the integral connection, due to the different
clearances between the fused region and the components to be
joined. Thus, in the event that no welding seam 6 having
parallel flanks is able to be produced by the welding method,
electron or laser beam 9, with whose aid welding seam 6 is
introduced, is tilted relative to butt joint 7 or the surface of the
components to be joined, such that the flank, adjacent to butt
joint 7, of welding seam 6 is formed parallel to the butt joint
or the abutting surface. For example, this can easily be accom-
plished by tilting the components by angle 6 relative to the
electron or laser beam, the angle corresponding to the open-
ing angle of the conical welding seam.

Thickness D of the disk material may be selected such that
welding errors such as caused by a “nail head” in the region of
the beam entry, lie within allowance a,, while welding errors
that occur in the region of the welding seam root lie within
allowance a,, so that, over all, no adverse effects on the
required strength values for disk 1 have to be expected.

Distance d of welding seam 6 from butt joint 7 may have
different dimensions, depending on the material combina-
tions used for disk 1 and blade 2.

In addition, a solder material, e.g., in the form of a solder
film of a metallic material such as nickel or a nickel alloy, in
particular, may be disposed in the region of the butt joint,
which solder material fuses and forms a corresponding solder
connection when the beam energy for creating welding seam
6 is introduced.

If the disk material or an additionally introduced solder
material does not fuse directly in the region of the butt joint,
then the integral connection takes place by diffusion welding
directly at the butt joint.

To enhance the heating especially in the region of the butt
joint, additional energy beams may be employed parallel to
electron or laser beam 9, which are aimed directly at the
region of butt joint 7 and provide additional heating there,
without leading to fusing of the material, however, and espe-
cially not to fusing of the blade material.

It should be understood that the foregoing description of
example embodiments should not be considered limiting and
that modifications are possible such that individual features
may be omitted or other types of combinations of features are
provided.

What is claimed is:

1. A blade-disk unit for a turbine engine, comprising:

a disk;

a plurality of blades integrally connected to the disk; and

aweld seam provided in a joining region between the blade

and the disk and provided entirely either in the blade or
the disk,

wherein the welding seam is located at a distance of greater

than 0 to 3 mm from at least one of (a) an edge of a joined
disk or blade which is closest to the welding seam and
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(b) an edge of the blade or the disk which is closest to the
welding seam in which the welding seam is located.

2. The blade-disk unit according to claim 1, wherein at least
one of (a) a soldered region and (b) a diffusion region adjoins
the welding seam in a direction of an adjacent blade or disk.

3. The blade-disk unit according to claim 1, wherein the
welding seam is located in the disk.

4. The blade-disk unit according to claim 1, wherein the
welding seam is located at a distance of greater than 0 to 2.5
mm from at least one of (a) the edge of the joined disk or blade
which is closest to the welding seam and (b) the edge of the
blade or the disk which is closest to the welding seam in
which the welding seam is located.

5. The blade-disk unit according to claim 1, wherein the
welding seam has a thickness of atleast one of (a) 2 to 100 mm
and (b) 5 to 75 mm.

6. The blade-disk unit according to claim 1, wherein the
blade-disk unit is arranged as a turbine blisk for an aircraft
engine.

7. A blade-disk unit for a turbine engine, comprising:

a disk;

a plurality of blades integrally connected to the disk; and

aweld seam provided in a joining region between the blade

and the disk and provided entirely either in the blade or
the disk,

wherein the welding seam is arranged as an I-seam having

a centering lip.

8. The blade-disk unit according to claim 1, wherein the
disk and the blade form a joint at which the disk and the blade
abut each other, the joint having an abutting surface, and the
welding seam having flanks that delimit the welding seam,
and the flank, adjacent to the abutting surface, of the welding
seam is substantially parallel to the abutting surface.

9. A method for producing a blade-disk unit for a turbine
engine having a disk and a plurality of blades integrally
connected to the disk, comprising:

placing at least one blade on the disk;

fusing an edge region ofthe blade or the disk that is situated

adjacent to the disk or the blade to be connected; and

10

15

20

25

30

35

6

connecting the blade and the disk by at least one of (a) a
fused material of either the blade or the disk and (b) an
action of heat from a fused region,

wherein one of the blade and the disk is not fused,

wherein a welding seam is provided in a joining region
between the blade and the disk and provided entirely
either in the blade or the disk,

wherein the welding seam is located at a distance of greater
than 0 to 3 mm from at least one of (c) an edge of a joined
disk or blade which is closest to the welding seam and
(d) an edge of the blade or the disk which is closest to the
welding seam in which the welding seam is located.

10. The method according to claim 9, wherein the fusing is
performed by at least one of (a) an energy beam method, (b)
an electron beam welding method, and (c) a laser beam weld-
ing method.

11. The method according to claim 9, further comprising
heating at least one of (a) adjacent regions and (b) a joint
region by a multi-beam method using at least one energy
beam in addition to an energy beam for the fusion.

12. The method according to claim 9, further comprising
introducing a solder material into a joint region between the
disk and blade.

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein the intro-
ducing includes placing the solder material between the disk
and blade in the form of a film.

14. A blade-disk unit for a turbine engine, comprising:

a disk;

a plurality of blades integrally connected to the disk; and

aweld seam provided in a joining region between the blade
and the disk and provided entirely either in the blade or
the disk,

wherein the welding seam is located at a distance of greater
than 0 to 3 mm from at least one of (a) a joined disk or
blade and (b) an edge of the blade or the disk in which the
welding seam is located,

wherein the welding seam is arranged as an I-seam having
a centering lip.



